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Synopsis

For more than twenty years Practical Decision Making in Health Care Ethics has offered scholars
and students a highly accessible and teachable alternative to the dominant principle-based theories
in the field. Raymond J. Devettere’s approach is not based on an ethics of abstract obligations and
duties but, following Aristotle, on how to live a fulfilled and happy lifea «in short, an ethics of personal
well-being grounded in prudence, the virtue of ethical decision making. New sections added in this
revised fourth edition include sequencing whole genomes, even those of newborns; the new
developments in genetic testing now provided by online commercial companies such as 23andMe;
the genetic testing of fetuses by capturing their DNA circulating in the pregnant woman’s blood; the
Stanford Prison experiment and its relevance to the abuses at the Abu Graib prison; recent
breakthroughs in the diagnosis of consciousness disorders such as PVS; the ongoing controversy
generated by the NIH study of premature babies at many NICUs throughout the county, a study
known as SUPPORT that the OHRP (Office of Human Research Protections, an office within the
department of HHS) deemed unethical.Devettere updates most chapters. New cases include
Marlise Munoz (dead pregnant woman’s body kept on life support by a Texas hospital), Jahi
McMath (teenager pronounced dead in California but treated as alive in New Jersey), Margot
Bentley (nursing home feeding a woman dying of end stage Alzheimer’s despite her advance
directive that said no nourishment or liquids if she was dying with dementia), Brittany Maynard
(dying 29-year-old California woman who moved to Oregon to commit suicide with a physician’s
help), and Samantha Burton (woman with two children who suffered rupture of membranes at 25
weeks and whose physician obtained a court order to keep her at the hospital to make sure she
stayed on bed rest). Thoughtfully updated and renewed for a new generation of readers, this

classic textbook will be required reading for students and scholars of philosophy and medical ethics.
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Customer Reviews

Raymond J. Devettere is a professor of philosophy at Emmanuel College where he directs the
values-based education program and serves on the institutional review board. He taught health care
ethics at Boston College for twenty-five years and is a member of the institutional review board at

Newton-Wellesley Hospital.

Seems like a good text for my course. Came in a timely manner.

| ordered this book for a class. It is an easy read book and full of valuable information, especially if

you work in the health care industry.

Received book in very timely manner. Book in great condition. It is wonderful not spending a lot of

money that a new book costs from a university bookstore and then can’t get money back.

| had the sincere privilege of taking a health care ethics class from Raymond Devettere while at
Boston College. This is without exception the most illuminating book of my entire academic career.
Not a day goes by that | don’t remember the message of the book and ethic that Dr. Devettere

teaches. This book, 2 years after | have read it remains the best book | have ever read.

| had to order this book for one of my courses | am taking in college. | ordered from because it was
much cheaper than purchasing it from the college. | received this book in 2 days.This book is great
to read up on medical ethics and how the importance of decision making can be in when it comes to

healthcare issues. There is so much involved.
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